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FOURTH NAN REGIONAL, CONFERENCE 2010

Update Reports

NRN Affairs in North
America: A Status of
Coordinating Efforts

s Dr. Ambika Adhikari, LISA

Regimval Coendinator for Americas, NRNA-ICC

# Dr. Drona Rasali, Canada

Dy. Regional Coordinator for Americas NRNA-ICC

epalis living in North Americas

are well positioned to team up

with the global Nepali Diaspora

to support all round prosperity

of Nepal. It is mainly because of

their increasingly significant number, especially
inthe pasttwo decadesand theirincreasing roles
in the professional, business and academic sec-
tors. Consolidating the strengths from the wide
spectrum of the community is a challenging
task for any volunteering community organiza-
tion, and requires 2 systematically coordinated
approach. Looking at the events unfolding in
the recent past, it is gratifying to observe that
NRNA is doing a good iobonﬂtisarea"l'heef-
forts of the North American NRNA team are

highlighted below under specific themes:

ORGANIZATIONAL INTEGRATION
ﬂteUnitedStateshasalonghistoryo(manym-
tional and local level Nepali community- based
organizations. Nepalis Americas Council (NAC),
which was representing as the NRNA’s NCC for
America, while actively serving the community
as a national organization. Following its active
ﬁonfmmtheUnitedSminmefird
NRN Global Organization in Kathmandu last
fall, the organization realized the need to align
itself better with other NCCs across the world,
anddeddedtod:angeisnametodweNRN NCC
oft!wUSr\‘Meanwﬁle,ond\enonhofﬂ\eUS
border, Canadian NRNs had already established
their sole representative national umbrella or-
ganization called NRN-Canada. They formed a
democratically elected body of their NCC. These
two NCCs are currently working hard towards
consolidating all affairs of NRNs joining hands

with numerous national and Jocal community
based organizations (CBOs) as well as individual
NRN members .

ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL
INTEGRATION

Estimates suggest that America region of
NRNA is blessed with the largest number of
highly educated, qualified and experienced
NRNs who have potential to make significant
academic and professional impact in Nepal. Of-
ficial statistics have shown that the mate of Ne-
pali students arriving in the United States for
higher education is disproportionately high for
the size of Nepal's population. It is now thought
that integration of academic and professional
okills of NRNis from the United States and Can-
ada can offer significant impetus to support Ne-
pal’s endeavors especially, in mass education
and technology exchange. The NRNA's North
American regional team is currently focusing
on this factor as a priority. Many academic and
professional groups are contributing to Nepal
independently on their own right. There is a
need for integrating them into 2 thread of main-
stream development.

Economic DIPLOMACY

Nepal's long adopted policy of economic di-
plomacy in Americas has opened new avenues

recently, when the country has established an

Embassy in Canada, posting her first residential

Ambassador in Ottawa, Thereis ample room for

NRNs to explore the new potential in promot-

ing economic diplomacy of Nepal both in the

United States and Canada. In the 21st century
setting of globalization, education, health, sc-




ence and technology, production industries can
be promising areas of investments facilitated by
'NRNs, while redressing of traditionally margin-
alized segment of Nepali population must be
the focus of our attention. The NRNA Regional
team, consisting of the RC, DRC, ICC members
and NCCs has remained in active contact with
the ambassadors and their staff in Washington
DCand Ottawa.

SupporTING ICC's ROLE

The entire regional team in North America has
been actively promoting ICC's agenda in the
region. The team has actively been involved
in recommending appropriate members for
the ICC task forces, and contributing to them.
North America is well represented now in all
task forces, and especial efforts have been made
to include women in all task forces:

The North American NRNs are actively in-
volved in leading and actively supporting van-
ous ICC initiatives. For example, the Regional
Coordinator (RC) is leading a team to monitor
the process and impacts of the newly issues
PNO and NRN ID by the Government of Nepal.
Several members are actively working in many
Task Forces. US based ICC General Secretary
Mr. Ratan Jha is coordinating the 4th Regional
Conference to be held in Houston this May. A
large steering committee made up of individu-
als in the US and Canada is working diligently
to make the regional conference successful.

WorkinG v UnisoN witH THE NCCs
The North American 1CC team is working with
the two NCCs on a regular and frequent ba-
sis. For example, the RC and DRC are in touch
with other ICC members in the region and the
two NCC's at least once every few days. The
RC travelled to the US NCC's annual meeting
in Louisville Kentucky, where Canada 1CC
member Dr. Pramod Dhakal was also present.
and in mid April, he is traveling to Denver to
attend the US NCC's town hall meeting, The
Deputy Regional Coordinator (DRC) also made
an informal travel to Denver to help promote
NRNA related activities. FEarly in February,
the DRC teamed up with ICC member Dr. Pra-
mod Dhakal, Dr. Narayan Pokhrel, Dr. Arbind
Mainali and Mr. lccha Nepali and travelled to

Update Reports

Athabasca University for exploring the model
and management that Athabasca University has
used in open and distance education.

A core proponent team led by 1CC member Dr.
Pramod Dhakal has inifiated an Open University
concept to help in the education of marginalized
people in Nepal. As a part of the ICC's SKIE task
force, this concept will be developed further in
tandem with the proposal that the Government
of Nepal has already been working on.

The DRC has travelled to some Canadian cities to
drum up support of the NRN activities in Cana-
da, and plans to facilitate the NCC in organizing
a series of interaction programs in other cities.

All other ICC members in the region includ-
ing the Deputy Youth Coordinator (DYC) have
been working as a team to support both the ICC
and NCC initiatives. The DYC and other ICC
members in US and Canada have travelled to
Nepal this year when they took some time to
further NRNA causes, such as lobbying for dual
citizenship, tourism promotion, and charity
works and networking.

The regional coordination team appreciates the
cooperation received from the leadership of the
US and Canadian NCC's and all the ICC mem-
bers and the members of the North America
based Task Forces.

THEe 41H REGIONAL CONFERENCE TN
Houston, USA

The 4th Regional Conference in Houston Texas,
USA, slated for May 28-30 is a major agenda of
the North American Nepali Diaspora this year.
The Conference Coordinator is Mr. Ratan Jha,
who is the Houston based General Secretary of
ICC. To support him successfully organize the
conference to completion, the regional team has
been putting many hours to work with ICCand
NCC team, as well as with the steering commit-
tee which has been established for the confer-
ence. The regional team is deeply involved inall
facets of the planning of the conference.

A preconference workshop on the open and dis-
tance education is being planned for May 28 in
a way that will deliberate various issues related

N
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ence and technology, production industries can
be promising areas of investments facilitated by
NRNs, while redressing of traditionally margin-
alized segment of Nepali population must be
the focus of our attention. The NRNA Regional
team, consisting of the RC. DRC, 1CC members
and NCCs has remained in active contact with
the ambassadors and their staff in Washington
DC and Ottawa.

SuppORTING ICC’s ROLE

The entire regional team in North America has
been actively promoting ICC's agenda in the
region. The team has actively been involved
in recommending appropriate members for
the ICC task forces, and contributing to them.
North America is well represented now in all
task forces, and especial efforts have been made
to include women in all task forces.

The North American NRNs are actively in-
volved in leading and actively supporting vari-
ous ICC initiatives. For example, the Regional
Coordinator (RC) is leading a team to monitor
the process and impacts of the newly issues
PNO and NRN ID by the Government of Nepal.
Several members are actively working in many
Task Forces. US based ICC General Secretary
Mr. Ratan Jha is coordinating the 4th Regional
Conference to be held in Houston this May. A
large steering committee made up of individu-
als in the US and Canada is working diligently
to make the regional conference successful.

WorkiNG v Unison witd THE NCCs
The North American ICC team is working with
the two NCGCs on & regular and frequent ba-
sis. For example, the RC and DRC are in touch
with other ICC members in the region and the
two NCC's at least once every few days. The
RC travelled to the US NCC's annual meeting
in Louisville Kentucky, where Canada ICC
member Dr. Pramod Dhakal was also present,
and in mid April, he is traveling to Denver to
attend the US NCC's town hall meeting, The
Deputy Regional Coordinator {DRC) also made
an informal travel to Denver to help promote
NRNA related activities. Early in February,
the DRC teamed up with ICC member Dr. Pra-
mod Dhakal, Dr. Narayan Pokhrel, Dr. Arbind
Mainali and Mr. Iccha Nepali and travelled to

Athabasca University for exploring the model
and management that Athabasca University has
used in open and distance education.

A core proponent team led by ICC member Dr.
Pramod Dhakal has initiated an Open University
concept to help in the education of marginalized
people in Nepal. As a part of the ICC's SKIE task
force, this concept will be developed further in
tandem with the proposal that the Government
of Nepal has already been working on.

The DRC has travelled to some Canadian cities to
drum up support of the NRN activities in Cana-
da, and plans to facilitate the NCC in organizing
a series of interaction programs in other cities.

All other ICC members in the region includ-
ing the Deputy Youth Coordinator (DYC) have
been working as a team to support both the ICC
and NCC initiatives. The DYC and other 1CC
members in US and Canada have travelled to
Nepal this year when they took some time fo
further NRNA causes, such as lobbying for dual
citizenship, tourism promotion, and charity
works and networking.

The regional coordination team appreciates the
cooperation received from the leadership of the
US and Canadian NCC's and all the ICC mem-
bers and the members of the North America
based Task Forces.

THE 41H ReEGIONAL CONFERENCE IN
Housrton, USA

The 4th Regional Conference in Houston Texas,
USA, slated for May 28-30 is-a major agenda of
the North American Nepali Diaspora this year.
The Conference Coordinator is Mr, Ratan Jha,
who is the Houston based General Secretary of
ICC. To support him successfully organize the
conference to completion, the regional team has
been putting many hours to work with ICC and
NCC team, as well as with the steering commit-
tee which has been established for the confer-
ence, The regional team is deeply involved inall
facets of the planning of the conference.

A pre-conference workshop on the open and dis-
tance education is being planned for May 28 in
a way that will deliberate various issues related
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to the establishment of an Open University in
Nepal in partnership with the Govemment of
Nepal. Canada Foundation for Nepal (CFFN) is
also a partner in this initiative. Both RC and DRC
are the members of the core proponent team for
the Open University initiative that proactively
led by Dr. Pramod Dhakal, A significant num-
ber of Nepali academics of Nepali are expected
to gather in the workshop that will be joined by
some of the distinguished academic leaders of
open education from both Canada and US.

A series of thematic plenary sessions are
planned for the main program of the conference
on May 29. Some of themes that will be covered
during the conference are NRN skills, knowl-
edge and innovation exchange (SKIE), educa-
tion, promotion of Nepali culture, promotion
of Nepal tourism, women and youth develop-
ment, investments for prosperous Nepal.

The Regional team is hoping to welcome a
large number of NRNs including ICC and NCC

members from around the world at the Hous-
ton Regional Conference.

CoNCLUSION

NRN regional coordination efforts are helped by
the fact that our region has only tow NCGs. On
the other hand, the task is made complex given
the sheer number of the NRN in the continent,
their diversity, geographic vastness and the
time and resource cost to travel and meet with
many people within the community. However,
the modern technology has made communica-
tion easier and that has helped in the coordina-
tion and information efforts.

The team has been working actively and closely
with the two NCCs in the region almost on a dai-
ly basis. The most important agenda of the North
American Diaspora this year is the organization
of the 4th Regional Conference in Houston Tex-
as, USA. The entire Regional team including all
1CC members has taken the Regional Conference
as a top priority event this vear. 8

Best Wishes to All Attendees of
The 4TH REGIONAL NRN CONFERNCE
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T |

899 S. Plymouth Ct.; Chicago, IL-60605 410 Sheridan Rd; Highwood, IL-60040

U.S.A.
Tel: 312-362-9999
WWW. niine.com

USA.
Tel: 847-432-2889
www.curryhutrestaurant.com

When in the Chicago area, please visit Curry House/Curry Hut
Balaram Ghimire, Owner / Manager
ghimirebala@yahoo.com
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Background

Non-Resident Nepali Diaspora living in North Americs have formally
-_'-xh‘;'n'nslmi an NRN-North Amencat Coordination Commatiee | NRN-NACC)
on 21 Junuary 2006 within the framework of Nepalese Amercas Council
(NAC)

NEN-NACOC will address NRN issues within the North American Diaspora snd

be a clearinghouse for warions issues related to Nepal. The NAC ' will be

working through the Nepalese Ameriea Couneil (NAC) and coondinpting its

offorts with NRN International ( wordination Counedl (NEN-ICC)

North American Diaspors eonsists of & diverse group of Nepalis in teras of
their ethmicity, religion, adueation, profession, political beliefs und other
gigmificant hmmarn aspeets. The growth in numbers of Nepalis in North America
is contributed to by the growing mumber of students, DV Visa recipienis and
those fleeing the mstable politieal <tnation in Nepal. Ass result of & rowing
diverse population AETSS the USA and ¢ ‘anads, there are estimated to be over
150 Nepali organizalions of various sizes. Une of the most challenging jobs of
NRN-NACC1s 10 coordinate the collective afforts of all these known and little

ge orgsmzaions have always devoted

known Nepali organizations. But ail of th

their time and «fforts 10 assist Nepal and Nopalis in diverse ways. Recently, &

w ‘anads .\-R:\. chapter has been rvgi.stw:‘cd at federal level FUVETTIIMN nt. A

oo -ur\ii\.n!iuu vuu.miﬂfw: has alse heen h-rnm:'l

NRN Meetings

There are two major Nepali eonventions held cach yoar in the TSA hosted singly

or jointly by the major Disspors organmzations alreads fonrishing in North

America such as The Association of Noeps s in the AIMEricas, Assoeiation of

S

Nepalese in Midwest Ameriea and the Nepalese Association in Southeast
Ameries. In the recent past, NRN-NACC has been organizing s SYmposinmy
disenssion surrounding NRN issnes and their mov ement At these conventions
Thess SESS10NS &1e VeIY popular diseussion forums and help the & ywordinating
commitiee reach out 10 8 larger number of Nepalis. In these meetings NRN-
NACC reviews and npdates NRN setivities.

In addition, the first NRN Mesting
wis held on Janoary 6, 2007 at San
Bernardino, CA. It was gttended by
the representatives from 18 Nepali
organizations in the USA. It was
also attended by Dr. Ups ndra
Mahsto, Mr. Bium Udas and Mrs
Ranjana Uidas from NRN-ICC. It
wss & unique meet where NRN-
NACC sttempted to aemmulate
ideas for NRN sustainability, and
reviewed the gionificant work

eondueted by the Diaspora

Grassroots NRN
Movement in the United
States and Canada
Majority of North Amencan
Diaspora'’s work has besn
philanthropie in nature. These are
of varied forms- building sehools,
sending text books, buying schoel
uniforms, donating eompuiers,
micro loan projeets, drinking water,

health eare, children and women
welfare cte, These initiatives from
North Ameriean Disspora are
championed by INLS, Nepal Study
Center, NAPAC, ANA, ANMA,
ANTA. Empower Nepal
Foundation, NASEA, NAFA, Nepal
Demoperacy Discussion Forur,
FONNJ, ANMF ete- The Diagpora
has slso been very voeal about
recent politieal situation in Nepsl.
Lobbying for resourees in Nepal's

reconstruction and collahoration
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Non-Resident Nepali Diaspora living in North Ameriea have formaily
sstablished an NRN-North Ameriean Coordination Committee (NRN-NAC( %)
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Movement in the United
States and Canada
Majority of North Amenean

Diaspora's work hiss beeti

anthropic in nature. These are

of varied forms— building sehools,
senuling text i yoks, buying gehool
nniforms, donating eowipulers,
mmiero loan prajeets, drinking waler

health eare, ehildren and wornen

welfare ete. These initintives from
North Ameriean Dinspora are
chusmpioned by INLS, Nepal Stody
Center, NAPAC, ANA, ANMA,
ANTA, Empower Nepal
Foundation, NASEA, NAFA, Nepal
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with other orpanizations is 8 recent
phenomenon of the Diaspora. For
example, at the 2006 ANA
eonvention, Mr. Aditya Jha
announced lis intention to launch an
Internet eafé in esch district of
Nepal with the help from his
fonndstion. Now attempts are in
progress to tie the concept of
Internet café with libraries across
Nepal. Various sttempts have been
made in bringing thess numerons
efforts under 75 districts project as
announeed by NRN two years ago.

The ideas eoncerning the
Briddhashram, Diaspora data
bank, and the library project
originated with the Diaspora here
and were embraced by the NRNA
The impending insugnration of the
Briddhashram was held with the
support of global Nepali Diaspora.,
The Skill Directory was also
developad in Canada. The Diaspors
is supporting two libraries in
eollaboration with READ Nepal.
One in Tikspur is under
ennstraction and will be completed
in few months; the other, a digital
Iibrary in Kathmandn is expested to
open by end of March 2008. A
commitment has been made to
support & third library in Beni. A
fund raising committes for Nepal
Library Foundation (NLF' ) has
been formed in Japan and Hong
Kong and in the UK. The
participation of North American
Diaspora in this effort is rather
weak.

A new effort from Canada has been
initiated on epidemiologiesl studies
and "disease mapping” in Nepal by
founding Center for Molecular
Dynamies-Nepal for effective public
health policy implementation.

There are other projects
onginating in North America that

are being proposed or worked on, There is an initiative through the Youth s

of the NRNA to provide internships at reputid Nepali business houses to s
working professionsls from the Diaspora. Considerable progress has bestiy
in seleeting and contaeting the Nepali businesses. The construction of 4
rehabilitstion center in eollaboration with a North American champion S
vietims of stroke and similar problems has been proposed to the NRNA sis
2005 and is now recommended for consideration. Other projects to fund hes
equipment and medical supplies or training are under consideration.

NAC has set up a Nepal Dovelopment Forum to better coneeptualizs these
disparate initiatives and to develop action plans and goals. INLS has takes
lead in promoting Nepali language and litersture across the world with
numerous efforts inehuding its publication, awands, Nepali Schools ete. The
Nepal Study Center and many other Nepali scholars affiliated with viriess
other institutes have eondueted significant research on Nepal. Another usy
and under utilized resource is Nepali intellectus] property in North Amesies
which NRN-NACC has been promoting. North Ameriean Diaspors is
attempting to build professional affinities such as engineers and scientiste
medical profassionals ete. The contribution of Ameries Nepal Medical
Foundation is quite commendable.

A list of Nepali Organizations eoneerned with the Disspors is available a8
http/nepaleouncil org/Organizstions. php. Many of these aceomplistumentey
non-tangible and are not as easy to quantify.

NRN-NACC Atlanta Resolutions 2007

The Non-Resident Nepalis of North Ameries convened at a major confessss

Atlanta, Georgaa, USA on September 2, 2007. At the culmination of & seess

dialogmes around North Americs, they have resolved that they:

1. Welcome the eurrent legislative action on behalf of NRNs by the
Government of Nepal;

2. Request the Government of Nepal to work with the NRNA in remedom
shorteoming in this legislation; to put in place robust implementing



regulstions to make the NRN Law a reality soon and to ereste a separate 9. Are committed to sssisting in
entity to work elosely with NRN and PNO members: any fashion practicable and

& Remain committed to investing in Nepal. They would like to remind the within their limitations to have
government of Nepal to take the initistive to implement tax treaties with Constituent Assembly election
United States and Canads, which will enable Diaspora members to avoid in & timely manner;
donble taxation for any investments made in Nepal and to reform contract 10, Strongly condemn the violenee
and commereial law in Nepal to international standands: that some groups snd factions

£ Request the government of Nepal to encoursge greater participation of have resorted to in achieving
NRN and PNO in international development projeets through appropriate their politieal olgjectiveos.
reguintions;

% Continue to beliove that for the development of Nepal, dnal citizenship will { The report has been Compiled by
ereate a win-win situation for bath Nepal and the Nepali Diaspora; Suman B. Timeina (UVS4).

8 Drge the NRNA to adopt the fallowing NRN-NACC endorsed projects as { Contributions have been extended
NRNA projests by Dr. Ambika Adhikary Dr. Gaury
Rehabilitation Center in Nepal advoeated by Jaya Stroke. Adkikar, Mr. Sharda J Thapa, Mr.
Foundation through Mr. Dibya Hadas of USA. Mykesh Singh, Mr Naresh Koirala.

5 Extend its support to the representative governmont of Nepal and uree all My. Tulsi Dharel, My. Dibesh
#ight parties in the eurrent government to work together to ensure that Karmackarya and Mr. Rabindra
the demoeratic transition is smooth and timely: Thonu) @ B B

= 3 Appeal to the government of Nepal to ereate a condueive environment for
the Constituent Assembly eleetions. I this regard, they believe that
addressing the genuine demands of Tergi, J anjati, women and Dalit
people is essential;

Wishes All Attendees A Successful
Third Global NRNA Conference
Kathmandu, Nepal
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